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A LOOK AT ATONEMENT
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Lesson Focus
We are focusing on
the etymology of
atonement to get a
deeper understanding
of the word and its
implications
for
Christian believers.
Its importance cannot
be overstated as it is a
foundation of the true
Christian Faith.

What is
ETYMOLOGY?


An etymology is
the history of a
l i n g u i s t i c
(language) form,
such as a word;



the same term is also used for the study of
word histories (Merriam-Webster).

Etymology answers:





WHEN?
WHERE?
WHY?
WHOM?

RELEVANCE & SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
Provides a deeper
understanding of the
original meaning of
a word.
 Allows for critical
comparative
analysis of original
and current.


A bible scholar must
ask:
1.“Does a word retain its
etymological meaning or
has it adopted a
‘derivative’ sense?”

2.What
was
the
meaning at the time of
its original writing?
Failure to ask these
critical questions will
lead and has led to
serious doctrinal errors .
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WHAT DOES ATONEMENT MEAN

TO

Atonement:
The act by which God and man are
brought together in personal
relationship.
 In the KJV, the word “atonement”
occurs many times in the OT but only
once in the NT (Rom 5:11).
 Atonement is ever present in the NT,
and is one of the fundamental
concepts of Scripture.


He died so that we may live.

The Need for Atonement
 Paul described the degeneracy of
man caused by his disobedience and
idolatry (Rom 1:18–32) and summed
it up: “All have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23).
 The prophet Isaiah affirmed, “All we
like sheep have gone astray” (Is
53:6).
 David the psalmist cried, “There is
none that does good, no, not
one” (Ps 14:3).
 Jeremiah, “The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately
corrupt; who can understand it?” (Jer
17:9).
 “Therefore as sin came into the
world through one man and death
through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all men

CHRISTIANS?

sinned” (Rom 5:12).


Not only is man terribly
sinful, but God is fearfully
holy. Consequently, man
dreads God and can do
nothing to change his
situation.

Why Does
Atonement?

Man

Need

Because he is:
 Lost,
 Helpless,
 Standing under the awful
judgment of God, and
 He cannot justify himself
before God and cannot merit
God’s concern.
 The possibility of atonement,
then, rests entirely with God.
 The
nature of that
atonement, as illustrated in
biblical history, affirms
simultaneously the nature of
both God and man.

2

E T Y M O L O G Y O F BI B LIC A L W O R D S S E R I E S

P age 3

O L D T E S TA M E N T A TO N E M E N T
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The most common OT expression
of the means of atonement was
the sacrifice and offering up of
the blood of a victim.
 In a sacrifice, the shedding of
blood was the central act.
 Life was in the blood (Lv 17:11);
in the pouring out of the blood,
life was given up; that is, death
occurred.


N E W T E S TA M E N T A T O N E M E N T
Many terms are employed to
express the atoning significance of
Christ’s death:

prefigured by the OT sacrificial
system.

His death is the “sacrifice to
God” (Eph 5:2) and a “single
sacrifice for sins” (Heb 10:12; cf.
9:26; 7:27).
 Paul wrote that God set Christ
forth to be a “propitiation” (kjv)
Or “expiation” (Rom 3:25).
 The death of Christ is seen as the
fulfillment of all that was


Jesus the Lamb of Atonement
The sacrificial nature of Christ’s death is
clearly expressed. He was referred to by
Paul as “our paschal lamb” (1 Cor 5:7).
 Believers
are rescued “not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, but
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of
a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Pt 1:18–
19).
 John 1:29 and 36 referred to Jesus as
the “Lamb of God.”


Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God. Rom. 3:25
3

BI BL E S T U DY
Devon D. Dawson, Sr. Pastor
Winston S. Stewart, Associate Pastor
89-28 Parsons Boulevard
Jamaica, NY 11432

Phone: 718-657-7699
Fax: 718-657-2722
Email: info@allnationsapostolic.org

THE CURSE & THE RANSOM


The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mk 10:45, kjv).



He became a “curse for us” (Gal 3:13).
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Paul said, “We are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all
have died” (2 Cor 5:14).



Hebrews speaks of Christ as our High Priest before the Father,
which is probably what John had in mind when he referred to
Christ as our “advocate with the Father” (1 Jn 2:1).



In the NT, it is by virtue of Jesus’ resurrection that the POWER
OF THE ATONEMENT, is made available to believers.

One Team, One Vision, Committed to
Serve

CONCLUSION: THE BIG QUESTION
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